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.his University. He went from here to New York
where he was taken seriously ill and was in a
.hospital for several months.
He stayed in America for nearly eight years
and studied at five different Universities. He
started as a student of Mathematics, Physics and
Chemistry and then devoted years to the study
of Biology, Psychology. Economics and Sociology.
He had several times interrupted his studies in
order to earn enough to carry on at his University
for a term or two. He had worked as a farm
labourer for ten hours a day, as a packer in a jam
factory, as a mechanic in an iron concern, as a
waiter in a restaurant. He had tried his hand as
a salesman. When, therefore, he returned to
India in 1931, it was not as a raw student looking
forward to a comfortable life, but as one who had
seen life at close quarters and was fully determin-
ed to devote himself to public life.
Jawaharlal Nehru at once placed him in
charge of the Labour Research Department of the
Indian National Congress. A few months later
Jayaprakash found himself Acting General Secre-
tary of the Congress during the Civil Disobedience
: Movement.
History will love to remember his days of
imprisonment in the Nasik Jail. Along with
Mm were a large number of prominent Congress
workers. Ma.sa,m was there, so was Achyut
Patwardhan.
These and other friends worked out the blue
plats of the Congress Socialist Parly that was to